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The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant: 

An Ironical Short Story 

 The Necklace is a short, ironical story about a pretty, young woman, Mathilde 

Loisel, who had married a poor man, and learned an important lesson about greediness 

and selfishness.  Mathilde had an antipathy of being poor, and she was very ungrateful.  

One day her husband brought home an invitation to the Minister (his boss) and 

Madame Georges Rampouneau’s party at the palace of the Ministry.  She borrowed a 

diamond necklace from her friend Madame Jeanne Forester, who was very luxurious 

and opulent.  After the ball they went home, but then Mathilde realized the necklace was 

no longer clasped around her neck.  She and her husband searched, but could not find it.  

Later on they decided to replace it, and spent thousands of francs on it.  Ten years after 

Mathilde replaced the necklace, she met Madame Forester and explaining to Jeanne 

what had happened ten years before, Jeanne felt pity and compassion towards Mathilde.  

The jewels in the necklace were false, costing much less than Mathilde and her husband 

had paid for the replacement!  The Necklace was written by a poet and short story writer 

in the 1880s.  It has a lot of feeling and emotion to it and it also helps us to better 

fathom what irony really is. 

The Necklace is an ironical short story written by a French poet, novelist, and 

short story writer named Guy de Maupassant in 1884.  It was first published in a French 

newspaper called Le Gaulois, on February 17, 1884.  It is known especially for its 

ironical ending, in which Guy de Maupassant was known for that using genre of writing 

himself.  The title of the original manuscript was called La Parure, French for “The 

Necklace” (The Wikipedia).   

1.0 Guy de Maupassant 

The author, Henri René Albert Guy de Maupassant was born on August 5, 1850, 

at the Chateau de Miromesnil near Dieppe, France.  At an early age, he was introduced 

to his mother’s friend, Gustave Flaubert, a famous writer.  He influenced a vast number 

of great writers, including O. Henry, Somerset Maugham, and Anton Chekhov.  He 

wrote over three hundred short stories and a few novels, such as Une Vie, Bel Amie, and 

Pierre et Jean.  Maupassant never married nor had any children, partially out of the fear 

of being abandoned by someone he loved, like when his father had abused his mother, 



 

his younger brother, and he himself when he was a child, before his mother chose 

bravely to leave him (Spark Notes).  He died on July 6, 1993, in Passy, Paris, age 42. 

1.1 The Author’s Name  

Guy de Maupassant, the French author of this short story, had three 

pseudonyms: Guy de Valmont, Maufrigneuse, and Joseph Prunier.  He was the first son 

to Gustave de Maupassant and his wife Laure Le Poittevin, who were both from 

prosperous bourgeois families.  He also had a younger brother, Hervé.  Guy de 

Maupassant was part of his name, not his full name, but he used it as somewhat of a pen 

name (Wikipedia).   

1.2 Guy de Maupassant’s Mother and Education  

Laure Le Poittevin, Guy de Maupassant’s mother, left her abusive husband when 

Guy was eleven and his younger brother Hervé was five, risking social disgrace.  She was 

a very independent-minded woman, and she kept both of her sons, becoming the most 

influential person in young Guy’s life.  Laure was a very well-read and educated woman, 

and she enjoyed classic literature, and especially the works of Shakespeare.  At age 

thirteen, Guy’s life was changed when he was sent to a private school as a day boarder 

with his brother Hervé.  He was a very smart student, although he got himself expelled 

in his next-to-last year, wanting to get away from his miserable and uncomfortable life 

at school (Wikipedia).   

1.3 Guy as a Young Man and a New Author 

As a young man, he fought in the Franco-Prussian War, and just being a part of 

this war gave him some of the inspiration to write the kind of stories he wrote.  His most 

famous work for English readers is The Necklace, and his best work with short stories, 

the most famous all around, would be Boule de Suif, which means “Ball of Fat” 

(American Literature).  He even wrote his own epitaph: “I have coveted everything and 

taken pleasure in nothing”.  For some strange reason, a reason we do not know, he did 

not care for the Eiffel Tower and tried to abjure it, and, though he ate lunch oftentimes 

at the restraunt located underneath the Eiffel Tower, he did not do it because he was 

taking pleasure out of doing so; it was so he did not have to see it from somewhere else, 

out of the window or from the balcony of another restraunt perhaps.  He was a part of 

forty-seven Parisian literary and artistic nobles who signed their names on a letter of 

protest against the construction of the Eiffel Tower to the Minister of Public Works 

(Wikipedia).  During his lifetime, he suffered from a mental illness and was often lonely 

and depressed.  It has been assumed that his brother Hervé suffered from the same 

condition and it could have been congenital.  He later on nearly committed suicide by 

coming close to slitting his throat on January 2, 1892.  He died a year later at the private 

asylum of Esprit Blanch at Passy, in Paris. 



 

1.4 Guy’s Masterpieces 

He wrote 23 famous works, mostly short stories, some of his most famous and 

greatest masterpieces: Á Vendre, Le Baptéme, La Bête á Maít’ Belhomme, Boule de Suif, 

Une Vie, The Horla, Imprudence, L’Inconnue, La Confidence, La Peur, Mademoiselle 

Fifi, La Maison Tellier, Pierre et Jean, Mother Savage, The Necklace, A Parisian Affair, 

The Piece of String, Pierrot, Suicides, Tribunaux Rustiques, Two Friends, Un Fou, and 

Useless Beauty (Wikipedia).  Boule de Suif is said to be a little long for a short story, but, 

as it being de Maupassant’s first piece, it was a very big success, and, as stated before, it 

is his most popular short story.  It was written during the time he was in the Franco-

Prussian War, along with Mother Savage and Mademoiselle Fifi.  After the success of 

his first masterpiece, he continued to create much more, and all of those short stories 

were successful as well, making de Maupassant very wealthy. Une Vie was his first novel, 

translated into English as A Woman’s Life.  His second novel was Bel Amie, still a 

success, but not as great of a success as his first book, but still, his greatest novel was 

Pierre et Jean.   

2.0 Mathilde Loisel and “The Necklace” 

The main character of this story is Mathilde Loisel, and, as surely noticed before, 

she wanted a life of ease, social respect, bliss, and comfort, she wants to be august, 

indelible, and admired, and she believes she deserves much better than what she has got 

because of her royal ancestry.  She is very dissatisfied with her life, although she and her 

husband aren’t completely poor – at least they have enough to afford a servant 

(eNotes.com).  But still, she turns her nose up snottily at her life and home, wanting 

more, never satisfied with anything but attention, wealth, and a good impression.  When 

she and her husband are invited to the Minister’s home for the ball, she frets and 

stresses about clothes, decorum, her appearance, jewelry… she decides to take her 

worries and troubles about the jewelry to her friend Madame Jeanne Forester, who 

blithely and kindly agrees to lend her something.  All Mathilde takes is the diamond 

necklace, which she is enraptured and delighted by, and then she makes a grand and 

alluring appearance at the ball, catching everyone’s eye and attention.  But afterwards, 

she and her husband realize she has lost it, and, after retracing their steps and searching 

every spot they could remember, they unfortunately and insuperably decide to replace 

the treasured necklace.  Ten long and back-breaking years later, after spending most of 

their money on a new replacement necklace for Madame Forester, they are poverty-

stricken more than ever.  Mathilde, now dressed poorly with every sign of poverty, 

meets Madame Forester once again and explains the reason of the poor state she is in is 

all because of Madame Forester herself.  She tells Madame Forester that they used all 

their money on a new necklace to replace the old lost one.  Then Madame Forester, with 

a feeling of pity and sorrow toward her friend, takes Mathilde’s hands in her own and 

admits that those diamonds, those precious jewels to Mathilde and her husband, were 



 

only false.  We can only imagine how Mathilde felt after that sort of news: heartbroken, 

ashamed, let down, crestfallen, feeling that no one could placate her calloused heart, 

and who knows what other feelings she could’ve felt, feelings we couldn’t ever 

understand how painful they were!  If she would’ve only gone to Madame Forester in the 

first place and admitted that she had lost Jeanne’s necklace, Mathilde would’ve learned 

her lesson much sooner that it was false, and it would’ve saved her a lot of money and 

the life she yearned and dreamed very much to have (Maupassant, Guy de).   

Though Guy de Maupassant had many great and awesome novels and short 

stories, The Necklace continues to be an American favorite for many English readers.  It 

is one of Guy de Maupassant’s greatest short stories and is also a good example of irony 

for anyone who does not understand what irony really is.  The Necklace is a good lesson 

in irony and on selfishness and greediness.  
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