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The Best Baseball Players to Ever Play the Game 

 Have you ever wondered, “Who are the best baseball players to ever play the game?” Well, 

I have and I found two people who I think are the best players to ever play the game of baseball. 

Those two people are George Herman Ruth, or Babe Ruth, and Denton True Young, or Cy Young. 

Babe Ruth is on offense and Cy Young is on defense. 

 Firstly, I am going to talk about George Herman Ruth. Babe Ruth was an astounding player 

in which he could pitch and bat very well. Since I have him as the best player on offense I am not 

going to talk about his pitching. First of all, he played 22 seasons of baseball! The average career 

length right now is five-and-a-half years. Which to me is very insane that he played that long. Also, 

he was named greatest baseball player to ever play the game by “The Sporting News” and “Sports 

Illustrated”. Which is a big deal because they are the biggest sports newspapers. Also, that proves 

my point even more. 

 Ruth holds two world records. They are, the highest ever slugging percentage in career 

which is .690 and the highest on-base plus slugging percentage in career, which is 1.1636. Slugging 

percentage is the percentage that if he gets a hit that is the chance it will be an extra base hit. He 

also won many awards, here are some of them, he won the world series 7 times, he has gotten the 

most valuable player award 1 times, he has won the batting title a once too, and he has been the 

all-star 2 times in his career, he also lead the league in homeruns 12 times.. 
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 Ruth was also known for his amazing quotes. One of his most famous quote is, 

“It’s hard to beat a person who never gives up.” 

What it means to me is that if you give up they are going to beat you but if you don’t give 

up you can win. Another one is,  

“Yesterday's home runs don't win today's games.” 

Which means that it doesn’t matter what you did yesterday, you need to do your best today. 

Finally, he once said, 

“Don't let the fear of striking out hold you back.” 

This one is pretty self-explanatory. Those are some of his famous quotes that I think makes 

him a better player. 

 Babe Ruth had a lot of firsts, which means he was the first person to do this certain thing. 

I am only going to talk about one though, and that one is that he was the first person to hit 700 

homeruns. He finished his career with 714 homeruns. He is now third in the all-time homerun 

hitters but compared to people who are still playing Ruth has almost 300 more homeruns than the 

guy with the most homeruns. Babe Ruth was inducted into the hall of fame on February 2, 1936. 

He got 95.13% of votes!  

 Now I am going to talk about Denton True Young. Cy Young is considered one of the best 

pitchers in the world. Babe Ruth was pretty good at pitching but Cy Young was even better. First 

of all, he holds the world record for most pitcher wins, and he holds the record by almost 100 wins. 

He has 511 wins and the next person only has 417 wins. And plus, those are the only 2 people to 

have over 400 wins. 
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Young also had a quote that most people know, this quote is just meant to be funny and not 

actually true. It is,  

“Gosh, all a kid has to do these days is spit straight and he gets forty-thousand dollars to sign.” 

 He also once said this, 

“Pitchers, like poets, are born not made.” 

 This last one is one of the most real things I have ever heard. Here it is,  

“A pitcher’s got to be good and he’s got to be lucky to get a no hit game.” 

 Young, just like Ruth, played 22 seasons of baseball. In those 22 seasons he pitched 7356 

innings, he only allowed 138 homeruns, he also pitched 3 no-hitters, which is 4th on the all-time 

leaderboard for no-hitters, and his first no-hitter, was the first no-hitter in the American League, 

he only allowed 3000 runs, his win-loss percentage was .618 which is 79 in the all-time ranking. 

Also, his win-loss percentage record for one season was, .778 which was tied for 205 on the all-

time ranking. Cy Young was put into the hall of fame one year after Babe Ruth was and that year 

was 1937, he got 76% of votes.  

That is why I chose Cy Young and Babe Ruth, and that is why they are the best players in 

baseball. I hope you enjoyed my paper, thank you.  
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