
Today I will be presenting the unique characters of the tempest by William Shakespeare. All 

the characters in this story have abstract details about them. Some use magic or have a goal 

that will affect everyone. 

 



Prospero is a wizard with two spirits at his aid and his daughter Miranda.  Prospero was once 

a duke but he had left for a while to learn the ways of magic but when he got back he learned 

that his brother Alonso had taken his spot and betrayed him for power. Prospero Had left to 

the island after that and lived there with his daughter. 

 

Alonso is Prospero’s brother and is the king of Naples. He stole the dukedom from Prospero 

but the original owner of Naples died which was related to Alonso allowing Alonso to take 

the throne of Naples and Prospero’s title as a duke. He also had a son named Ferdinand who 

fell in love Miranda Prospero’s daughter. 

 

Caliban is one of Prospero’s spirits and is an off-spring of a witch and the devil. Caliban hates 

being Prospero’s spirit and he thinks that the island is his.  Caliban uses black/dark magic like 

his mother and presents his power a few times in the story. 

 

Miranda is Prospero’s daughter in the story. She is a kind character in this and is shown as a 

symbol of kindness in the story. She met Ferdinand on the other side of island which is where 

she was when the ship wreck also she fell in love with Ferdinand. 

 



Antonio is Prospero’s and Alonso’s other brother and is one of the antagonist’s in the 

tempest. He plans to start a rebellion against his brother to take the throne for his self. He 

attempted to convince Sebastian to kill his brother for him in the story. 

 

 

Ariel is Prospero’s other spirit which was saved by Prospero. Ariel was held by the same witch 

that Caliban was made by. Ariel was a trickster being able to morph into things and create 

storms. Ariel had caused the ship to wreck onto the island with the storm powers Ariel has. 

Ariel was also freed at the end of the story by Prospero of His/her Debt to Prospero. 

 

 

During the beginning of the tempest the characters who known each other where very 

limited it’s kind of separated into two with the shipwrecked group and the islanders. The 

shipwrecked crew would be Antonio, Alonso, Ferdinand, Etc. And the islanders would 

Prospero, Miranda, Caliban, and Ariel. 

 

 

Caliban and Ariel are the most unique of the all the characters because they are both spirits. 

Ariel is an air spirit and can also morph into other things. Caliban is an evil spirit with dark 



powers and thinks he owns the island “CALIBAN: This island's mine, by Sycorax my mother, 

which thou tak'st from me. When thou cam'st first, Thou strok'st me and mad'st much of me, 

wouldst give me”. Sycorax is Caliban’s mother A.K.A the Witch. 

 

 

 

Antonio’s relation with Prospero is complicated because of what Antonio did to Prospero. 

When Antonio stole Prospero’s title from him he was exiled as well. This leads to him going to 

the island and bringing his daughter as well. Antonio realizes the harm and pain he inflected 

on Prospero and apologizes to him at the end. 

 

 

Ferdinand and Miranda met on the other side of the island where Ferdinand had washed up 

at. Ferdinand and Miranda had fell in love with each other on island which does not affect the 

beginning of the plot. FERDINAND: “O heaven, O earth, bear witness to this sound, and crown 

what I profess with kind event If I speak true; if hollowly, invert What best is boded me to 

mischief. I, Beyond all limit of what else i' th' world, Do love, prize, honor you”. 

 

 



The three brothers that are in this don’t get along very well. The reason why I tell you this is 

because Alonso and Antonio are back stabbers. Their back stabbers because Alonso had 

stolen Prospero’s Title as duke and Antonio are tried kill Alonso for the throne he has. 

Prospero is not the bad brother though he never has really done anything evil shown in the 

story. 

 

 

This story shows a strange irony because Alonso’s ship crashes on the same island as 

Prospero and Miranda. Is this irony, destiny, or Luck?  The only way they did get to the island 

of course Ariel casting a storm into the sea making the ship wreck or maybe Ariel caused the 

ship to come close to the island? 

 

 

Ferdinand and his father care about each other a lot in the story. His father Alonso was very 

saddened by his loss of Ferdinand thinking that he was dead. But Ferdinand had also thought 

the same about his father and was also saddened by his loss of his father. 

 

 

 



This shows you the magical, unique and abstract characters of the tempest and how their 

actions affected each other. 

 

 

 

 

 


