
12/15/17 

frozenlady100@aol.com 

The Life of Maria Augusta von Trapp  
What was the real life of Maria von Trapp?  Maria is best known for being 

betrayed in The Sound of Music by Julie Andrews, but the real Maria’s life was a 

lot more difficult, and much different than I ever thought.  These are some of the 

facts that I found that I think you will enjoy! 

To begin with, Maria was born on January 26, 1905 to Karl Kutschera & 

Augusta Rainer Kutschera in Vienna, Austria.  She was orphaned by her tenth 

birthday.  Then raised by a judge who was distant kin of hers, who to my shock, 

beat her frequently. After a bumpy childhood, she graduated from State Teachers 

College for Progressive Education in Vienna.  Soon after, she decided to be a nun, 

leading us to the most well-known part of her life.  

She was given a teaching job of seven children whose widowed father was 

Georg von Trapp. After seeing how much she cared for his children Georg asked 

Maria to marry him.  After much persistent persuasion she married Georg von 

Trapp on the 26 November 1927.  I never knew that she was angry about it on her 

wedding day!  Would you be happy if you married someone when you had 

wanted to be a nun? 

Soon after, the family hit some tough times, so they started a singing group 

called Trapp Family Choir.  Later changed from Choir to Singers.  Then in 1944, she 

and her step-daughters applied to become USA citizens because of the war.  The 

most amazing fact that I found about her is that she made a camo appearance in 

The Sound of Music!  She and her family founded the Trapp Family Austrian Relief 

to help with damage in Austria after the war.  Sadly, she died on March 28, 1987 

of heart failure. 

As long time goes on I hope there will always be women like Maria who 

makes a significant difference in the world.  She was an amazing woman of 

confidence, bravery, and strong will.  I hope that we all can learn something from 

her! 



“No work, as long as it is decent, can ever disgrace anybody.”  Maria von Trapp 

This quote is from goodreads.com 
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