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    Have you ever seen a 1965 Shelby Cobra? If you have you are lucky, these cars are very exclusive and 

very expensive. This car is a collector’s dream, they are the crème of the crop. Any most of them seen 

today are replicas. These cars have many features and a very cool backstory. 

    The original model was made in 1962 by Carroll Shelby. He wrote to the AC motor company asking for 

a model car that could fit a V8 engine. They sent him the body but he still didn’t have a V8 engine. He 

went to corvette and asked them if he could have a V8. They said no because they didn’t want 

competition. Ford however jumped at the chance to supply the V8 engine because they want to have a 

better car than Corvette. The build was on! 

    The V8 engine was the most important part of the car. The V8 Ford supplied Carroll with was called 

the Windsor 221. It also had inboard brakes that were moved outboard to reduce cost. Carroll also 

added a big block motor that would make it drive faster. Another change was the fitting of a stronger 

rear differential to handle the power put out by the big block. All these changes make these cars very 

costly! 

    As I stated several times before these cars are exorbitant! Replicas will sell for anywhere from 20,000 

to 100,000. The real cars and much steeper. They go from anywhere from 350,000 to 12.75 MILLION! 

There are also the usual amenities cost such as radio, air conditioning and seat warmers that bring 

additional costs. The big value however, is in the history. 

    This is one of the most exclusive cars in the world. Only 998 were made from 1961-1968. This has 

been my essay on the 1965 427 Shelby Cobra, an amazing car! Thanks for reading! 
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