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True Wealth in the Necklace: 

 There are people in the world who have lost the meaning of what true value really is.  It 

could be you, who is reading this intro right now that has lost the meaning of what value really 

is in this world.   Now you’re probably questioning yourself, “Do I really know what true value 

really is in this world?”  You might be thinking it’s irrelevant and you already know but it’s very 

important to appreciate and to go over because knowing the true value in this world of ours 

can lead to true joy and love in life.  Even though there are people like Mathilda Loisel, who 

thinks that wealth is by having things that consist of money, really they have no wealthy 

mindset because the importance of being rich in The Necklace are Loisel's family and friends. 

    The Necklace short story by Guy de Maupassant, can be implemented to real life situations 

that will help us to have a more joyful, caring, loving, and learning experience in life.  For 

example in the story of The Necklace Mathilda said, "Ah! Beef stew! What could be better,” 

(Maupassant pg. 1).  If we all looked at our lives and saw that we should actually be happy with 

what we have because if we didn’t suffer or didn’t work hard to get the things we have then we 

wouldn’t be elated with life and where it’s going.  You don’t have to be meticulous about it and 

pretend to be happy but just look for the small things that brings joy to your everyday life.  You 

also don’t have to be like Mathilda from the story who had her mind in the wallet. 

    Mathilda married a non-wealthy man and regrets it every day because she considers that 

things are more valuable than her family or friends because Mathilda thought the things you 



have determines the friends you have.  She always felt melancholy and had second thoughts of 

the man she married because usually the women married a man that is richer than they are.   

Mathilda dreamed of having expensive and pretty things like a dress that she always wanted or 

nice jewel that is consider valuable so that she can hang out with her rich friends.  One day she 

wouldn’t even dare to walk up to her friend because she was afraid that they would see her 

with some ragged clothes.  A few days later her husband has been saving up for this expensive 

invitation to a really nice party but she wouldn’t go because she didn’t have anything that looks 

nice.  

There’s a quite (Chen par. 7) from Dan Pink said, “The larger the monetary reward, the poorer 

the performance. – money doesn’t motivate us, at all, instead emotions do.”  This is indicating 

more of the work and earn spectrum but it can also be used to say that the things we have 

doesn’t determine our happiness.  You can argue that if you had money then you could buy 

anything you wanted and you’ll be happy, which is partly true but that happiness will only last a 

while and then you’ll want to buy something else to make you happy again.  There’s a study 

about 9 Reasons Why Things Won’t Make You Happy (Becker par. 10), “Experiences make us 

happier than possessions.”  Things and money might make you happy just for a flash but it’s 

more about the time you take out of our life with people, taking care of things you have, or 

going on fun adventures. 

    Your family and your friends know what you want and desire and they’ll give you that and 

more if you will be patient and you care for them as they care for you.  Mathilda’s husband 

knew that she was rich before and knew the things that she wanted so he took time and money 

to buy the expensive invitation to go to the party, and even when she kept turning it down 



because she had nothing of value her husband gave her many suggestions.  Since she didn’t 

have a nice dress her husband took the brave and sweet hand to give the money that he was 

going to buy a gun for himself that he always had wanted but gave it to his wife so that she can 

buy the dress that she wanted.  After Mathilda got her dress she wanted some jewel but since 

they don’t have much money her husband gave some advice of using flowers as an alternate to 

jewel but she turned it down and her husband told her to ask her friend, Madame Forestier, for 

some jewel since Mathilda knew Forestier quite well.  Her friend, Madame Forestier, let 

Mathilda borrow the necklace that she so desired and was the most pyrites girl there at the 

party. 

A researcher named Danilo Garcia, implied that your family and your friends are what makes 

you happy; however, her exact words were, “It’s relationships that are most important, not 

material things, and this is in line with other findings in happiness research.” (Forrester par. 3) It 

does not say that if you’ll be patient they’ll give you the things you want and more; however,  if 

you give them your time and things that they may want they’ll give it back in uninspected ways 

that you’ll cherish forever.  There are two sociologists Brent Simpson and Robb Willer who 

relatively said that when you give something to someone small or big they’ll give back to you in 

the future. (Suttie par. 8)  Being grateful for the small gestures of people trying to connect and 

give presents to you in many ways.  For example they could say something nice about you and 

wrapped it up with a nice tie of words.  To fully be happy with life give back, a researcher by 

John Cacioppo once said from his book: Loneliness: Human Nature and the Need for Social 

Connection, “The more extensive the reciprocal altruism born of social connection . . . the 

greater the advance toward health, wealth, and happiness.”  (Suttie par. 9) 



    Mathilda thought that she was the only one that could fix her mistakes and all the problems 

that she’s been going through are because of her, which is partially true but if she just learns 

from those mistakes and talks to her friends she’ll be happier than ever.  A mistake that she 

made was when she didn’t talk to Madame Forestier when Mathilda thought Forestier would 

think of her differently if Forestier saw her with ragged clothes and things.  And when she lost 

the necklace and she replaced it with a huge amount of time to save up for another one and 

Forestier said, "Oh, my poor Mathilde! Mine was an imitation! It was worth five hundred francs 

at most! ..." (Maupassant Pg. 10)  If she just accepted who she was and the man she married she 

could have the courage to talk to her friend and she would have been happier. 

 You use money to buy happiness to an extent but not fully buy happiness.  You need 

things to survive on, to have comfort, and for luxurious purposes, which extends your comfort 

zone but anything more than luxurious is not necessary. (Roth par. 12)  So you can use money to 

buy a little happiness but to get the full amount of happiness with money give away and you’ll 

receive many things much greater.  You’re probable questioning yourself what is the right 

amount of money you should us?  In the story of the necklace they had enough money to 

survive and some extra for comfort to buy things like dresses, invitations, and jewel.  That’s 

really how much you should spend because luxurious is nice once in a while but if you keep 

spending money on luxurious things you’ll get used to it and spend more down the road. 

 In the story of the Necklace, it teaches you that true value in life is not having things but 

rather it’s your family and friends who have the real true value in your life.   Even though there 

are people like Mathilda Loisel, who thinks that wealth is by having things that consist of 

money, really they have no wealthy mindset because the importance of being rich in The 



Necklace are Loisel's family and friends.  Without Mathilda’s family and friends, she wouldn’t 

have gone to the party or had the dress or the necklace.  She would be lonely and have nothing 

and would only think of being with her family and friends because without them things 

wouldn’t really matter that much to her.  This story can relate to our life’s by not worrying 

about having things and being number one and just be happy who you are and who you have 

because, in the end, your attitude towards others is what matters.  Mathilda worked 10 years 

to fix her mistakes, don’t make the same mistake as she did of taking things first rather than 

spending time with her loved ones.  
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