
The Importance of Wealth in The Necklace 

 

Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content 

with what you have, for He Himself said, “I will never leave you, nor will I 

forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) 

As I read this story, I realized that is so easy to see what you do not have. It 

is so easy to be unthankful. It is so easy to want to be like someone higher 

than you. Wealth does not solve problems in life, but it causes problems. In 

this story, The Necklace, By: Guy de Maupassant, the lesson is learned that 

wealth and looks do not define who we are. 

 This story, The Necklace, starts off with the main character, Mathilde 

and her husband, Monsieur Loisel, at dinner. Monsieur Loisel had brought 

Mathilde a surprise, an invitation to a social affair as guests of the Minister 

of Education. He was sure she would be delighted, but when he gave it to 

her she was devastated. She said that she had nothing to wear, and her 

husband told her that she could wear her dress that she wears to the theater, 

but Mathilde says that her theater dress was to plain. So, Monsieur Loisel 

gives her four hundred francs for her dress, which he had set aside for a gun. 

Once Mathilde bought her dress, she realized that she did not have any 

jewelry to wear. Monsieur Loisel told her to ask Madame Forestier, a friend 



of Mathilde’s, to borrow some of her jewelry. Mathilde saw this as a 

wonderful idea, and she wasted no time to go visit Madame Forestier. 

Madame Forestier was more than happy to allow Mathilde to borrow some 

her jewelry. As Mathilde was searching through all the beautiful necklaces 

and bracelets, she came across a beautiful diamond necklace. She asked 

Mme. Forestier if she could borrow this diamond necklace and nothing else, 

and Mme. Forestier told her she could borrow the necklace. Then “She 

sprang to her friend’s neck, kissed her with ardor, and then escaped with her 

treasure” 

(https://allinonehighschool.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/thenecklace.pdf) 

 When the night of the party finally came, Mathilde felt and knew she 

was beautiful. All the men at the party were looking at her, and asking to be 

introduced. Even the Minister noticed her. They stayed until 4:00am. When 

they were finally ready to go, Monsieur Loisel wrapped her in her coat and 

called a cab for them to go home in. Once they had gotten home, they were 

putting their coats away and Mathilde touched her neck to feel the necklace, 

and she was flabbergasted to find that the necklace was gone. She told 

Monsieur Loisel and they searched their coats, and neither one of them knew 

the cab number that they were in. So, they searched the streets and could not 

find it. They sent Mme. Forestier a note saying that the clasp had broken and 

https://allinonehighschool.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/thenecklace.pdf


they were getting it fixed, to buy time. Soon, they decided that they would 

have to buy a new necklace. The new necklace would cost thirty thousand 

francs, but they only had eighteen thousand francs. They borrowed the 

remainder. Once they bought the necklace, they gave it to Mme. Forestier. 

After this, the Loisels had dismissed their housemaid, and Mathilde did the 

work herself, and Monsieur Loisel had become a book keeper.  

 Ten years later, they had finally paid off their debt. One Sunday on 

the Champs Elysées, Mathilde saw Mme. Forestier walking with a child. 

Mathilde decided that she would approach her and tell her everything that 

had happened, since she had already paid off all the debt. When Mathilde 

told her, Mme. Forestier was surprised and she said, 

“Oh, my poor Mathilde. But mine were false. At most they were worth five 

hundred francs!” 

(http://cms.gavirtualschool.org/Shared/Language%20Arts/9thLitComp/Short

%20Stories/TheNecklace.pdf) 

 

 This story took me by surprise. It’s truly amazing how money and 

outward appearances can drive someone. Even though this story was 

written 131 years ago, money and looks still drive people. This story sent 

http://cms.gavirtualschool.org/Shared/Language%20Arts/9thLitComp/Short%20Stories/TheNecklace.pdf
http://cms.gavirtualschool.org/Shared/Language%20Arts/9thLitComp/Short%20Stories/TheNecklace.pdf


out a powerful message, do not worry about what others think. This is an 

important lesson that everyone should learn.  

“Wealth seemed to Mathlide to be something far greater than what she 

had. She longed to be wealthy. Being rich is not what is important in life, 

Mathlide later learns the hard way.  

The reality of Mathilde’s situation is that she is neither wealthy nor part of 

the social class of which she feels she is a deserving member, but Mathilde 

does everything in her power to make her life appear different from how it 

is.” (http://www.sparknotes.com/short-stories/the-necklace/themes.html) 
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