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The Eiffel Tower 

 Have you ever wondered how the Eiffel Tower became one of the most renowned 

structures in the world? Who created the tower? Where is the tower? There are many unknown 

secrets hidden beneath the towers surface. The Necklace by Guy de Maussepant was set in 1884 

France and the Eiffel Tower was built in 1889. The Eiffel Tower is famous for its large structure 

and tourism. What many people do not know is that there is a lost secret at the top of the tower 

that only the architects and Eiffel knew about. Read on to learn about the hidden secret at the top 

of the Eiffel Tower. 

 A contest was developed to create a one thousand foot tower for the one hundredth 

anniversary of the French Revolution. The tower would stand alongside the Champ de Mars in 

Paris France. Maurice Koechlin and Gustave Eiffel designed a triangular tower made of steel and 

iron. The Eiffel Tower, or la dame defer, which means “Iron Lady, beat out one hundred seven 

entries for the Champ de Mars monolith. It took over two point five million rivets to hold the 

massive piece of architecture. Eiffel’s structure was finished in record time, two years, two 

months, and five days.  

 Construction of the tower began shortly after Eiffel and Koechlin won the contest. Eiffel 

and Koechlin watched over the workers as they lifted heavy steel and hammered the eighteen 

thousand pieces. When the tower was first built it was an auburn color but they tower has to be 

painted every seven years with sixty tons of paint. The Eiffel Tower has been yellow, yellow-
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brown, and copper. Because the tower is made of steel, it can tilt seven inches in the sun. The 

structure was used as a World War I and II radio transmitter system and the radio antenna is still 

there today.  

 The Eiffel Tower was built to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the French 

Revolution in 1889. It made its debut at the Paris World’s fair. Many French citizens wanted the 

tower to be torn down in 1909 but the tower was useful as a radio transmitter during the 

liberation of France.  

 Gustave Eiffel and Maurice Koechlin, a lawyer and engineer, designed the blueprints for 

the Eiffel Tower. Even though the tower is named after Gustave, Koechlin did most of the work. 

The monolith was the tallest building in the world until the Empire State Building. Eiffel decided 

to add an antenna to the top to give his tower an extra sixty three feet. Other buildings, 

unfortunately, have surpassed the Eiffel Tower.  

 The Eiffel Tower was built next to the Champ de Mars in Paris France. Charles 

Lindbergh, the famous pilot, used the tower’s bright lights as a landing mark for his 1927 flight 

around the world. The masterpiece was used by daredevils and expert scientists and many people 

died from jumping the tower.  

 Gustave Eiffel was a smart man by keeping a secret apartment at the top of his tower. It 

included a bedroom, room for entertainment, and a kitchenette. Eiffel and the architects who 

built his tower were the only ones who knew about his house. The home was even kept from 

Maurice Koechlin. Despite Gustave’s efforts, Koechlin discovered the tower. Maurice and many 

rich French men tried to persuade Eiffel to rent the apartment to them for the summer or a few 

nights but Eiffel declined. He said it was invitation only. He invited Thomas Edison to fancy 

parties in his entertainment room. They talked about Edison’s inventions and listened to piano 
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music. Today, families can rent the apartment out for the summer or use it as a hotel room, (for a 

price of course.)  

 The Eiffel Tower was built as the result of a contest in 1889. The tower is made of steel 

and iron in eighteen thousand separate pieces. Maurice Koechlin and Gustave Eiffel designed the 

blueprints for the tower. Eiffel hid a secret apartment at the top of his building and today tourists 

can visit the apartment. 
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