
Ludwig van Beethoven 

By Emma 

Ludwig van Beethoven once said, “To play without passion is 

inexcusable.” In addition to being a genius in classical music, he composed over 

one hundred elegant compositions! He is not only famous for music, he also was 

deaf for part of his life, at which time he continued to compose pieces. He 

composed Opus 55: Symphony No. 3 in E-flat Major, while deaf. The many 

hardships he had suffered didn’t stop him from being a world renowned 

musician. 

Ludwig van Beethoven’s early years were indeed, a lot different from 

ours. Beethoven was baptized on December 17, 1770, children of his era were 

often baptized the day after they were born. Only three out of seven children 

survived infancy, Beethoven was the eldest of the three. His father had many 

problems, he was an alcoholic and he often got abusive towards Ludwig and beat 

him. Beethoven referred to his mother as his best friend. He took interest in 

music at a very early age. His first public performance, on March 26, 1778, his 

father announced he was six so Beethoven thought he was younger he than he 

actually was. Before Beethoven was twelve he had published his first piece, 9 

Variations in C Minor for Piano. When he was fourteen he was appointed 

Organist of the Court of Maximillian Franz, the Elector of Cologne on 

recommendation of Christian Gottlob Neefe, his music teacher who taught him 

organ and how to compose pieces. With all these hardships surely this must 

have been a difficult beginning. 

Beethoven did many things to further his music career, in addition to 

taking music lessons. He took lessons with Franz Joseph Haydn, a famous 

composer that taught Beethoven counterpoint, the art of combining melodies, 

then Johann Georg Albrechtburger who taught him counterpoint as well, and 

Antonio Sulieri who taught him singing, especially for opera. In 1795 Beethoven 

had his first public performance in Vienna, then followed a tour to: Prague, 

Dresden, Leipzig, and Berlin before leaving for a concert in Budapest! 1801 was 

when Beethoven slowly started going deaf, he was 31. On April 7th, 1805 

Beethoven’s Eroica symphony was played for the first time. Archbishop Rudolph, 



the Prince Lobkowitz, and the Prince Kinsky gave Beethoven a grant for 4,000 

florins, on the condition that he couldn’t leave Vienna. As a result, Beethoven 

became the world’s first independent composer. He truly did do a lot of things to 

further his music career. 

Beethoven was a musical mastermind, as well as a teacher. He wrote over 

one hundred songs and symphonies! In 1794 he composed Opus 1, the Trio for 

Piano. In 1802 he published Sonatas for Piano. He wrote his 3rd symphony in 

honor of Napoleon Bonaparte. In 1813, while he was going deaf, he 

wrote Victory of Wellington. In 1823 he finished his 9thsymphony. He passed 

away March 26th, 1827 when he was 57, surrounded by his closest friends. 

Being the musical mastermind that he was, people mourned his death for many 

years. 

Beethoven’s music has touched the hearts of many people. He has 

inspired people to follow their dreams and become what they want. Beethoven is 

a world renowned musician, even though he had suffered many hardships. 
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