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London, which you’ve probably heard of, is the capital of 

England, and the capital of the United Kingdom.  It is the largest 

city in the U.K., and in Europe.  The Romans founded it in 50 

AD.  London has been around for a long time, almost 2000 

years.  It is very big and interesting, but also very educational. 

London was founded in 43 AD.  The Romans invaded Britain in 

43 AD.  Then, they built a bridge across the river Thames.  It 

was formed by two different cities – the city of London and the 

city of Westminster.  When the Romans settled in London, they 

called in Londinium.  The word Londinium comes from the Celtic 

word Londinios, which means “the place of the bold one”.  It 

was the world’s most popular city between 1831 and 1925.  

London has a lot of history.  It started the first public zoo in 

1829.  The first London Bridge was built in 1209 and was torn 

down in 1831.  It was rebuilt in 1968, but was torn down again.  

It was rebuilt again in 1973, which remains in London today.  

Also, three times, in 1908, 1948, and in 2012, the Olympic 

Games have been held in London.  Tower Bridge, which is not 

the London Bridge, as some people seem to think, was opened 

in 1894, costing 1,184,000 Euros, their currency.  That is the 
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same amount as 100 million U.S.A. dollars.  Also, the first metro 

ride was on January 9, 1863.  It is called the Tube.  A lot of 

things were started in London.  

London has very many interesting and awesome attractions.  

The London Eye is a huge Ferris wheel.  Seattle’s Great Wheel is 

175 feet high, while the London Eye is 443 feet high.  The Great 

Wheel is also known as the “baby London Eye”.  The London 

Eye was built in 1998.  Then, there is the Tower of London.  It is 

89 feet tall.  St. Paul’s Cathedral is another attraction.  Its height 

is 365 feet.  It was built in June of 1675.  Buckingham Palace 

was built in 1703.  King George III and his wife, Queen 

Charlotte, had it built as a family home.  Two other attractions 

are London Bridge and Tower Bridge, as mentioned before.  

And the London Zoo is another attraction.  Then, there is the 

Westminster Abbey.  St. Edward the Confessor built this church, 

which was finished on December 28, 1065.  In 1245, King Henry 

III tore it down and replaced it with an abbey.  Big Ben is 

another attraction.  It is a big clock tower at the north end of 

the Palace of Westminster.  The Palace of Westminster was 

built in 1016.  Then, it was demolished in 1834.  It was rebuilt 

soon afterwards.  The London Dungeon was made in 1974 as an 

attraction.  It was never really a dungeon or prison.  It performs 

plays on the history of London.  The Kensington Palace is now a 

tourist attraction.  It was opened in 1899, although many kings 

and queens have lived there long before.  Hyde Park is the 



biggest of the four royal parks in London.  It has 350 acres, and 

was established in 1637.  The Sea Life London Aquarium was 

opened in 1997.  It hosts about one million visitors a year.  The 

Shard, also known as the London Bridge Tower, Shard of Glass, 

and Shard London Bridge, is a 95 storey skyscraper near the 

London Bridge.  Its construction was begun in March of 2009.  

Lastly, is the Queen’s Gallery, was first opened in 1962.  It was 

opened for thirty-seven years before it closed for 

reconstruction in 1999-2002.  Then, it was reopened by Queen 

Elizabeth II on May 21, 2002.  And for your information, these 

attractions are only a few of London’s greatest attractions. 

London is now one of the best places to visit in the world.  It 

has a lot of history, so that is one part of it that makes it 

interesting.  Another part that makes it interesting is all of its 

attractions.  London is big, exciting, and interesting, but also 

educational.      


