
The life and biography of Henry Ford

Could you ever guess who took the price of the first car 
from $950 to $360?  Henry Ford was a superb inventor.   He 
thought of better ways to produce cars and other mechanical 
vehicles, and he never stopped improving his products.  Not 
only did he make American lives more comfortable and 
interesting, but he was also good business man. 

Henry Ford made American lives more comfortable by 
making cars affordable for the middle class.  Henry Ford was 
the first person to successfully use the assembly line for 
producing cars.  The assembly line used conveyor belts to 
move the car frame across the factory.  Every time the belt 
passed an employee, they attached a part, like a rear-view 
mirror, to the car.  This is one way he thought of better ways 
to do things.  He once said, “Any customer can have a car 
painted any color that he wants, so long as it is black.”  Only 
painting cars black kept the costs low.  These methods of 
production reduced the price of a touring car from $950 to 
$360. As a result, most Americans could afford a touring car.

Ford’s first few cars were interesting.  The first 
successful car Ford started producing on the assembly line 
was the Model T Ford, also called the “Tin Lizzie” or the 
“Flivver.”  He and a partner also made two race cars for 



themselves.  They called one the “999” and the other the 
“Arrow.”  Ford hired a professional bicycle driver and racer, 
called Barney Oldfield, to drive the 999 and Arrow.  Once 
Ford set a land speed record at over 91 miles per hour.  I think
that these race cars are really interesting.

Henry Ford showed that he was a good business man in 
several ways.  He believed that as an employer, he should 
serve others, so he paid his employees $5 a day, which was 
double a normal pay back then.  Once, he bought a significant
amount of stock in the Chevrolet company and sold his stock 
in his company, before announcing that he was closing down 
his company for a year to retool.  Ford stock fell, while 
Chevrolet stock rose.  Then Ford sold the Chevrolet stock and
bought back his own stock.  When he finished retooling, he 
reopened his company and his stock rose again.

Henry Ford was a hard worker and inventor.  I wish I 
could be a capital inventor like him.  There are several ways 
that Henry Ford helped America.  He was a great business 
man and helped improve the world by making it easier for 
middle class to travel long distances comfortably.
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