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The Importance of Wealth in “The Necklace” 

   Do you ever wish you were rich? In “The Necklace” by Guy de 

Maupassant, wealth is the most important thing in life to Madam 

Mathilde Loisel. In fact, wealth is so significant to her that she is blindly 

ungrateful to her husband and the fact that he meets her needs and 

wants. However, the story creates the theme that wealth is actually 

insignificant to life. 

   First, in the story, Mathilde is extremely ungrateful for the things that 

she has. For example, to cheer Mathilde up, her husband makes his 

best efforts to get an invitation to a special ball for his wife. Instead of 

being happy and appreciative of it “she threw the invitation on the 

table with annoyance and murmuring” (Maupassant 2). Her husband, 

being the loving man he is, continued to ask and wonder what was 

wrong when she finally told him, “…I have no clothes, and in 

consequence I cannot go to this party” (Maupassant 2). Finally, her 

husband sacrifices his plans to save up money for a gun and gives her 

the 400 francs towards a dress for the party. She goes with excitement 

and finds the perfect dress. This leading to another perfect example of 

her ungratefulness, even though she has found the perfect dress with 

the money that her husband gave at the expense of his happiness, she 

was still not pleased and demanded more. 

   Second, bringing me to a new point: Mathilde is so overly obsessed 

with wealth and the judgments of other people that she absolutely had 

to have something else. For example, Mathilde complains, “It annoys 

me not to have a jewel…I shall look like a distress,” (Maupassant 2), as 



if it is torture to go without any expensive jewelry. To please his wealth 

obsessive wife once again, Mr. Loisel offers to buy her natural flowers 

with just a couple of francs. However, she was not pleased with this 

idea. She demanded something more expensive to please her obsessive 

need for “wealth.” Mr.Loisel then thinks up the idea to borrow a jewel 

from Mathilde’s friend, Madame Forestier. 

   Third, Mathilde is so focused on the material things in life that she is 

too foolish to see the real beauty and meaning. For example, when 

Mathilde makes the trip to Mme. Forestier’s house to borrow a 

necklace, Mme. Forestier tells her to pick whatever she wants. 

Mathilde instantly sets eyes on this beautiful jewelry box that holds the 

diamond necklace that she believes is so real and so beautiful. Mathilde 

picks this necklace, the specific necklace that brought name to this 

story, and went on about her night as happy as she could be. She was 

so focused on the thought of this necklace looking so expensive that 

she didn’t take the time to realize that it actually wasn’t as real as it 

looked. It was only fake.  

   Fourth, Mathilde would be just as happy without the fancy jewelry 

that she believed to be real even though it wasn’t. In fact, she was too 

“… intoxicated with pleasure,” (Maupassant 3) that she never took the 

time to second think the authenticity of the necklace she was wearing 

so proudly. The story also says that “all the men were looking at her, 

inquiring her name, asking to be introduced,” (Maupassant 3). This 

quote proves that she still looked beautiful no matter how authentic 

her jewelry was. The point is that even though this necklace wasn’t real 

like she thought, she still was pleased and just as beautiful as ever with 

or without authentically expensive things. Therefore, proving that she 

would still get the same attention and be just as pleased with 

something fake disguised as real. 



   Finally, Mathilde’s wealth obsession and embarrassment takes a toll 

on her and her husband. Mathilde loses the necklace and lies about it 

instead of telling the truth. This showing how embarrassed she was to 

lose something that, to her, was of such worth. This results in the 

consequence of Mathilde and her husband going in debt to buy a new 

necklace that was worth 3,600 francs and giving this new necklace to 

her friend without a notice that it was different. The next consequence 

was Mathilde and her husband working for 10 years to pay off the debt 

they owe. Mathilde loses her beauty and her husband becomes tired 

from working so hard. After Mathilde and her husband pay their debt 

off, she runs into Mme. Forestier and tells her about the embarrassing 

mistake she made by losing the necklace and buying a replacement. 

This is when Mme. Forestier tells Mathilde that the necklace she let 

Mathilde borrow was not authentic nor worth more than 500 francs. 

This proving that Mathilde’s selfish wealth obsession put her and her 

husband into bad debt and years of hard work for nothing.  

    In conclusion, wealth was an important part of the story. It creates 

great theme and is the whole basis of the story. Wealth brings out the 

ugly and greed in Mathilde. She is very ungrateful, obsessed with the 

idea of wealth, and foolish. She did not appreciate the efforts of her 

husband, she was fooled by the look of a simple necklace and the 

thought of pleasure. Therefore, wealth is the most important thing to 

Mathilde Loisel in the short story “The Necklace” by Guy de 

Maupassant. 
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