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     Did you know that Constantine the Great was the first Roman emperor to be a

 Christian?  However, he wasn't a Christian at the begining of his reign. He became 

one about eight years later. Constantine the Great had an interesting life.

                                                                                                                                               

     Constantine had a long full name and unusual parents.  For example, his name 

 was Flavius Constantius Augustus. His father  was  Caesar, a form of Roman co-

emperor.  At first his mother was a woman of low social standing. That is, until 

she became Saint Helena for finding  pieces of  Christ's Cross. That was in the Holy 

Land, where Constantine built churches.  So his father, Constantius Chlorus, was of a

 higher rank than Helena at first, but Helena  eventually got a higher rank.

 

     Constantine the Great claimed to have a vision the night before the Battle of 

 Milvian Bridge, 312 AD. In his vision, the symbol of  Christ apeared in the sky.  He

 heard the words,  "Under this sign  you will conquer."  Constantine figured that this

 meant that he  would win the battle if he had his soldiers paint the symbol on their

 shields. So they did so, and they won the battle. Constantine marveled at the

 wonderful power of God. Thats how he became a  Christian.

      Constantine actually had two mothers. In Constantine's early  life, his father

 divorced Helena and married Flavia Maximiana  Theodora. 



      Constantine died in the year 337 AD, May 22.  He was Emperor for 31 years, and 

was 63 at his death in Nicomedia. Constantine the Great was buried in the Church of

 Holy Apostles in Constantinople.

     I think Consantine definitely had an interesting life. Starting out as a Roman

 soldier and becoming a Roman Emperor! Although he  may have done some bad

 things in his life, he was definitely deserving of his position as an Emperor. After all,

 everybody has done some bad things!
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