
Nelson Mandela 
Have you ever wondered who the first black president in South Africa was? 

It was Nelson Mandela! 

 He was born on July, 18, 1918 in Mvezo, South Africa. His name was actually 

Rolihlahla Mandela. His mothers name was Nonqaphi Nosekeni, and his father's was 

Nkosi Mphakanyiswa Gadla Mandela. He died when Rolihlahla was 12 years old. He 

went to school in Qunu, and his teacher changed his name to Nelson, because all of the 

students needed christian names. He joined the African National Congress in 1944, and 

helped form the ANC Youth League. 

 

 Mandela married Evelyn Mase, who was a nurse, also in 1944. They had two sons 

named Madiba Thembekile and Makgatho. They also had two daughters. They were both 

named Makaziwe. The first one died when she was still a baby. He and Evelyn divorced 

in 1958. He was arrested on December 5. 

 

 28 people (including Nelson Mandela) were accused of treason. But, they were 

freed on March 29, 1961. The police killed 69 people when they protested against it on 

March 21st 1960. The ANC, African National Congress, was banned on April 8th. During 

this trial Nelson Mandela married Winnie Madikizela, who was a social worker, on the 

14th of June, 1958. They had two daughters named Zenani and Zindziswa. They divorced 

in 1996. 

 

 Mandela secretly left South Africa disguised as David Motsimayi to find help. He 

went to England and other parts of Africa. He was arrested on August 5th when returning 

from KwaZulu-Natal. He was sentenced to 5 years in prison. He spent some of the time 

in Pretoria, then he was sent to Robben Island, and then back to Pretoria. On July 11, he 

and several others were arrested for sabotage, and sentenced to a life time in Robben Island 

Prison. He spent more than 3 months in 2 hospitals diagnosed with tuberculosis. He was 

realesed on 11 February 1990. He was elected president one year later. 

 

  He served as president for 5 years. Mandela was an anti-apartheid activist who was 

in jail for almost 27 years, and the first black president in South Africa. On his 80th 

birthday Mandela married Graca Machel. Nelson Rolihahla Mandela and Fredrik Willem 

de Klerk won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993, for peacefully ending apartheid, and making 

South Africa a new and better place.  He died on December 5th 2013 in Johannesburg, 

South Africa due to a lung disese. 
 

'It always seems impossible until it's done.' 

'We must use time wisely and forever realize that the time is ripe to do right.' 
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