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Did you know that the male Painted Bunting has been described as 

the most beautiful bird in North America? This title suits the unique 
songbird well, and it has been nicknamed “without equal” and “seven 
colors,” in reference to its brilliant plumage. This vibrantly colored yet 
evasive bird is worth a second look. 

Male Painted Buntings are an unmistakeable sight. Their exquisite 
swaths of bright blue, green, yellow, and red catches just about anybody’s 
eye. Females and immature Painted Buntings are a distinguishing bright 
green. Both sexes are between 4 and 5 inches long and have finch-like 
characteristics, such as thick, chunky bills designed for eating seeds. 

Painted Buntings are foragers and eat seeds and insects. Sometimes 
they will even dive into a spider’s web and steal insects that have been 
caught! They live and breed in woods, brushes, grassy areas, and other 
places with dense foliage, found in their range of the southeast and 
southcentral United States. Populations in the southeast will often build 
nests in scrubby areas.  

The male and female work together to find a nesting site in dense 
foliage, usually 3-6 feet off the ground. The female then builds a 2-inch 
wide cup made of weeds, leaves, bark, twigs, roots, grasses, and paper or 
cloth scraps. The female lays 3-4 eggs at a time, and can have 1-3 broods 
per year. The female incubates the eggs for 11-12 days. At hatching, baby 
Painted Buntings are blind and helpless, but leave the nest when they are 
12-14 days old. This delicate process is a vital one, essential to keeping a 
healthy population. 

Painted Buntings are affected by illegal trapping and selling, 
especially through Mexico and the Caribbean. They are also affected by 
habitat destruction, a pressing matter for all birds and animals today. 
Because of this, they are listed as Near Threatened by the IUCN, The 
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International Union for Conservation of Nature. You can attract Painted 
Buntings with a seed feeder near low, dense vegetation. It may take some 
patience to find this bird, but when you do, it will be worth it. 

Birds are a vital part of the ecosystem, and without them, it would 
collapse. Not only do they pollinate, predict weather, balance insect 
populations, and disperse seeds, but they also give us a splash of color, 
beauty, and happiness. They are an essential window into the natural 
world. If birds couldn’t survive, we couldn’t survive. Support birds by 
participating in bird counts, planting native wildflowers, providing food, 
shelter, and water, and by donating to organizations that help birds. Help 
keep these natural jewels, like the Painted Bunting, alive. 

 
 
 


